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7th January 2021  
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

Arrangements for the new national lockdown  
 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday 4th January, we are writing to confirm 
what the arrangements will be for continuing education at Cheddar Grove Primary School. At 
present we are anticipating that these arrangements will be in place until the start of Term 3 on 
Monday 22nd February 2021.  
During this period of new national lockdown our school will only be open for pupils who are deemed 
to be vulnerable or who have a parent/carer who is a critical worker. All other pupils must remain at 
home and will receive their lessons remotely. Further guidance for schools from the Department for 
education is expected shortly but we would like to share with you what we have been told, and put 
in place, thus far.  
 

Why schools have been closed  
This decision does not suggest that schools and colleges are no longer safe places for children 
and young people. Instead, limiting attendance is about reducing the number of contacts that all of 
us have with people in other households.   
The government has resisted closing schools until now, but in the face of the rapidly rising numbers 
of cases across the country and intense pressure on the NHS, they now need to use every lever at 
their disposal to reduce all contacts outside households wherever possible. The government 
is responding to the intense pressure on the NHS, but that pressure is not driven by children. The UK 
is not seeing significant pressure from coronavirus (COVID-19) in paediatrics across the country. The 
new variant appears to affect all ages but there have not been any changes in the severity among 
any age groups, including children and young people. It still remains the case that the overwhelming 
majority of children and young people have no symptoms or very mild illness only. As cases in the 
community rise there will be a small increase in the number of children with coronavirus (COVID-19) 
who only rarely require admission to hospital.  
  

Vulnerable children and children of critical workers who can attend school  
During the period of national lockdown, schools and colleges should only allow vulnerable children 
and the children of critical workers to attend. Children with at least one parent or carer who is listed 
as a critical worker are eligible for a school place. It is not necessary for both parents to be critical 
workers. The critical worker list has been updated to include new workforces whose work is critical 
following the end of the EU transition period.   
In our school, the provision for vulnerable children and children of critical workers’ will operate as 
follows:  
Provision for children will be provided by existing year group class teachers. For the majority of the 
school this means that one teacher from each year group will be running a class. On occasions this 
may change due to increasing numbers of children or staff availability.  
If your child is deemed to be vulnerable, you will be contacted individually to discuss their 
educational provision and it is our sincere hope that they will come into school to receive face-to-
face teaching. We know that across the country vulnerable children lost more ground than other 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=4%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision?utm_source=4%20January%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


children during the first national lockdown and we want to avoid this happening for our children if at 
all possible.  
 

Free school meal provision  
During the period of national lockdown, schools will continue to provide meal options for all pupils 
who are in school. Meals will be available free of charge to all infant pupils and pupils who are 
eligible for benefits-related free school meals who are in school. In our Trust we will provide 
vouchers for children who are eligible for benefits-related free school meals whilst learning from 
home, through the Sodexo voucher scheme as before. We expect to be able to issue these by the 
end of the week and the scheme will be administered by each school.  
 

Remote education  
All pupils who remain at home will be taught remotely. As a guide, primary pupils will be expected to 
do 3 hours a day, on average across the school cohort. Secondary pupils will be expected to do at 
least 4 hours a day with more for pupils working towards formal qualifications this year.  
In our school remote learning is supported by two online platforms:  

 EYFS  (Interactive Learning Diary)  
 Year 1-6 (Seesaw)  

Full details of how to access remote learning can be obtained via the link below:  
https://www.cheddargroveschool.org.uk/remote-learning/  
 

National examinations  
The Department for Education has said that, in these circumstances, it does not think it is possible 
for exams such as GCSE, A Level and SAT’s to go ahead fairly this summer.   
 

Risk Assessment  
As is now standard practice, all our provision will have been through a rigorous risk assessment 
process. Our risk assessment is regularly reviewed and agreed by our Trust Board and is available to 
view on the Trust website at www.wellswaymat.com. Our over-riding concern is always the health 
and safety of our pupils, staff and families and we aim to mitigate risks through having rigorous 
control measures in place, such as mask wearing, maintaining social distance, ventilation and 
hand/respiratory hygiene measures. We also will continue to exercise our duty to safeguard children 
regardless of whether they are in school or learning from home.  
We hope you will find this information useful and we will continue to update you regularly as new 
information emerges. We will also be sending you a regular Trust bulletin to give you an insight into 
what is happening across our family of schools. Please do let us know if you have anything that you 
would like to share in the bulletin by emailing enquiries@wellswaymat.com.  
We look forward to welcoming eligible children into school and hope that as many as possible will 
attend. For those children learning from home our message is simply “work hard, try your best and 
ask your teachers for help when you need it”. We wish all our pupils, and their families, all the very 
best for the next seven weeks. Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or 
concerns.  
 

Yours faithfully,  

 

Andrea Arlidge Mr P Jeffery 

Chief Executive Headteacher 
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